
   

Listening Trees 
A Kaleider & Mercurial Wrestler co-production 

#ListeningTrees 

Listening Trees connect strangers as they ponder the world going by. A gentle 
interruption to the everyday, they are a gift of connection with another.  

 
When: 8.30am-6pm, Friday 2nd & 
Saturday 3rd October 2015  
Where:  Ageing Well Festival, Torbay  
Torquay: Brunel Woods, Tessier 
Gardens. 
Paignton: Palace Avenue Gardens.  
Brixham: Battery Gardens. 
Tickets: Free 
 

 

About: Attached to a wooden seat underneath a magnificent tree is a beautiful horn, 
like that of a gramophone. As soon you choose to sit down this seat becomes 
connected to another Listening Tree located in Torbay, where another person may be 
sitting. They can talk to you another through the horn for as long or as briefly as you 
both wish. As soon as you leave your seat you will break the connection. Sitting down 
again may not connect to the same person – but to another, randomly selected seat, 
where someone else may be sitting. There are 4 seats to visit and connect to across 
the Bay.  Listening Trees is open to everyone to take part (children should be 
supervised by an adult). Participation is not monitored and the installation should be 
used respectfully and at your own risk. 

The Listening Trees Journey:  We (Kaleider and 
Mercurial Wrestler) have made 4 prototype Listening 
Trees working with local makers and materials.  Piers 
Edsall, Flameworks Plymouth crafted the horns and 
metal work, Richard Pulman, a Talaton maker made the 
seats and Jay Kerry, Mercurial Wrestler has been 
building the technology with developer Sam 
Machin.  The timber for the seats comes from a fallen 
piece of Cedar from the Fulford Estate sourced from 
Culver Sawmill, Exeter (pictured right). 

 

 www.kaleider.com 
www.mercurialwrestler.com 
 

 

 



 

How to find a Listening Tree: 

Brunel Woods, Brunel Avenue 

TQ2 8NW  

From Brunel Avenue, follow the woodland path 
to the left and discover the Listening Tree 
overlooking the commemorative sculptures 
carved from a fallen Giant Redwood Tree. 

 

 
Tessier Gardens, Lindridge Road 
Babbacombe, Torquay, TQ1 3SE  
Enter from one of three entrance ways and 
explore the gardens hidden away between 
Babbacombe and St. Marychurch.  Explore 
the scented garden for the blind, feed the 
fish, relax in the sun temple and discover a 
Listening Tree. The park has good disabled 
access, is a dementia aware space and is 'for 
the use of adults only' but children under the 
age of 18 are actively invited to use the park 
under adult supervision. Admission Free, 
Open Daily until dusk. 

 
Palace Avenue Gardens, Palace Avenue 
Paignton, TQ3 3HB  
From The Palace Theatre walk through the gardens 
towards Tesco at the opposite end of the road.  
Discover the towering tree overlooking this active 
area and a rest by a place to reflect near the 
monument.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Battery Gardens, Fishcombe Road, Brixham, 
TQ5 8RU 
With a view overlooking the whole of the Bay and 
steeped in wartime history, head to the best view 
point to find this Listening Tree.  The gardens are 
accessible by public transport, and the Listening 
Tree is wheelchair accessible but on grass.  


